Harry Ainlay High School

School Council

Minutes

February 26, 2007
IN ATTENDANCE: Pat Sawatzky, Ruth Rampling, Doug Hill, Joanne Jette, Val Gendall, Deb Olmstead, Michelle Ivey, Helen Rusich, Monique Miller, Agnes Jones, Jennifer Purves-Masse, Alyssa Gerling, Purva Kapur, Brian Nolan, Glen Hornland, Bryan Radmanovich, George Hoyt, Mark Liguori
CHAIR:  Pat Sawatzky received a request for Catherine Ripley, our Ward Trustee Candidate, to attend our Council meeting.  She has offered to attend our Council meeting and asked if she can ask questions on our education concerns and use our answers in reports she compiles.  Our Council representatives were pleased with the suggestions and welcome Catherine’s attendance on March 19.

STUDENTS UNION:  Purva introduced Alyssa Gerling – VP Internal and reported on the following activities:
· Athletics

· The athlete of the month for March 

· A fan bus will take students to the City basketball finals on Saturday, March 3 at Jasper Place High School

· The badminton team is up and running

· At this year’s TriProv tournament, the senior men and women’s teams received silver medals

· External

· A multicultural event called A Walk Around the World is planned for May.  Questions may be directed to sabina_choi@hotmail.com 

· Internal

· The Valentine’s Staff Appreciation was a success 

· Easter staff appreciation is being planned.  Ideas can be emailed to alyssa.gerling@hotmail.com 

· Public Relations

· General advertising

· Titan Life

· 5 on 5 basketball tournament is planned for March 28

· A week long DDR tournament is planned for March.

· Other

· Culturefest will be March 5 – 9

· A Class Executive Council meeting will be held February 27

Any comments or questions can be directed to harryainlaysu@gmail.com
STAFF APPRECIATION:  Joanne Jette will be in touch with Alyssa to work collaboratively with the Student Union on the planning of the June 8th Staff Appreciation.  Advertising will begin and a phone-out may be undertaken early and then again a month later.
PARENTS AS PARTNERS:  Brian Nolan attended discussions on funding wherein it was recognized that around 85% of funds are for staffing.  To meet the needs of all students, it’s a decision on “staff or stuff”.  School based fundraising helps. 
The next meeting is February 28th on the theme of Nutrition – encouraging students to make healthy food choices.

HAMPA:  No report
ADVOCACY:  No report.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Mark Liguori advised parents on the following items.

· The Big Band Bash, February 24th,  was a success and showcased the Jazz groups
· Night of Music students under the direction of Ray Townsend rehearse in the Harry Ainlay music room from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m.
· Night of Music is Wednesday, March 7

· Students Union brought in the guest speaker, Phil Boyd for 3 assemblies.  He spoke on relationships and caring about others.  It was a simple message but well presented.

· New admission standards to certain post secondary faculties allow a second language in place of Pure Math.  This differs from one institution to another, but is worth checking out.

· Thanks were given to Pat Sawatzky, Linda Grisley, Mike Pankiw, Heather Tansem for arranging and participating in the LRT issues.  The result was the admission that a traffic study was never done and will now be conducted by certified safety engineers.  This issue is deferred from our agenda until the safety report is complete.

· A sensitive issue has come to the forefront in sports.  The interference by parents in sporting events has increased and coaches are being publicly challenged.  This affects the willingness to coach and can no longer be tolerated.  A plan is forthcoming to formalize a code of conduct for players, coaches and parents and will be brought forward to this council in the near future for discussion and debate.  Deb Olmstead commented that consequences be clear for parents that don’t adhere to the contract.  Mark indicated that contracts for ALL involved would include expectations and consequences.  This policy also needs to be consistent across schools in the district.

· At the end of a school day, a non-Ainlay student got on a bus at Southgate and was seen to have a gun.  In very short order, police stopped the bus in front of the school.  There were 8 police cars and the SWAT team who emptied the bus and apprehended the individual.

· Police take this sort of thing VERY seriously
· Nothing would be served by putting this information in the school newsletter

· When students are at a point of leaving the building it is very difficult to manage but the school’s resource officer moved students out of harms way

· The point is that no matter how well schools plan, it only takes one person to put many at risk.

· MacLean’s magazine has some astounding statistics on cheating in Universities.    Read the article at http://www.macleans.ca/education/universities/article.jsp?content=20070212_140680_140680 
· Bob Holt has been named as Acting Superintendent of the School Board.  He is an excellent person but will not be in the running for the position.  The competition has closed and they are currently interviewing.  It is anticipated that a person will be in place in April

OLD BUSINESS

South LRT Extension:  Pat thanked Mark and staff for their participation in the City Council meeting and videotaping the intersection for presentation.  We are lobbying for the safety report to be presented to School Council’s for review (likely some time in March).  Bryan Anderson supports the idea.

PARENTS AT AINLAY:  Deb Olmstead provided copies of the article now on-line.  At the Open House on March 8th, copies will be available on the School Council table.  The April article will talk about adolescent mental health and how issues like self image, stress, sleep, anxiety, and depression can impact the adolescent brain.

Deb also met with Doug Green who is continuing to provide educations sessions.  He would be happy to talk to parents and/or students about drugs and internet safety.  Mark mentioned also that the Chief Crown Prosecutor for Child Pornography does an excellent presentation.  Mark will investigate the possibility of an April parent’s session, preferably on Internet Use.
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Harry Ainlay School Council is March 19, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.









