Harry Ainlay High School
School Council

Minutes

October 30, 2006

IN ATTENDANCE:  Pat Sawatzky, Ruth Rampling, Agnes Jones, Anita McDowell, Barb Greenlaw, Sharon McKinnon, Michelle Ivey, George Hoyt, Bryan Radmanovich, Glen Hornland, Mark Liguori, Brian Nolan, Helen Rusich, Deb Olmstead,  Jan Raikles, Joanne Jette, Debbie McCaskill, Monica Coomba, Jennifer Purves-Masse, Purva Kapur.

Absent:  Linda Grisley – Thanks to Ruth Rampling for recording the minutes!!

STUDENTS UNION:  Purva Kapur brought the parents up-do-date on Students Union activities:

· Titan Life

· Hallowe’en costume contest was held on October 31st.

· Dodgeball games 2 weeks in November

· Athletics

· The Mascot design is undergoing refinements 

· Money from vending machine accounts will pay for it.

· Public Relations

· SU hopes to post agenda’s and parent & student links on the web site.

· People are advertising instead of making posters for November

· Internal

· A Remembrance Day ceremony is being planned for November 9th
· Budgets for Clubs have been finalized

· External

· The Junior High Leadership Conference was held last Thursday and over 200 students attended.

· Other

· There was a good turnout with feedback and ideas from the Class Executive Council Meeting

· Ms. Tuazon (the teacher rep. for the ceremony) is the appropriate contact for students who wish to be involved in the Remembrance Day Ceremony.

CHAIR REPORT:  Pat Sawatzky announced an Open House regarding the new high school in Terwillegar on Thursday, November 2nd, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Centre for Ed.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  Mark indicated the importance of input from a variety of stakeholders, especially with regard to the design of the school and areas of deficiency for a school for 1100 students.  For example, the current school design does not include a Cafeteria.

PARENTS AS PARTNERS:  Brian Nolan included his report on this meeting in the School Newsletter.  His first impression was that the new format is not as effective as the previous Key Communicator format.

HAMPA:  Sharon McKinnon reported that the Big Band Bash date has been set for February 24, 2007.  Mark your calendars!

ADVOCACY:  The Public Interest Alberta survey deadline has been extended to October 29th.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Mark Liguori advised parents on the following items.

· School Zone is up and running with 1900 students/families registered.  It is hoped to use this program exclusively over the next 2 years to save time, resources and paper.

· Interim reports will be out November 1st on School Zone.  Staff are keen to use this program and the variety of information that can be shared.  If staff members are sufficiently comfortable with the system, they will upload new information as it happens including attendance and all marks.

· The District Awards night was last Tuesday evening.  Harry Ainlay won in 11 Grade 12 categories including 2 in CTS, 1 in Fashion and Top IB student in Edmonton.

· Mark has received phone calls about violence among youth in the community, as demonstrated in the current murder case.  He reported that, despite media reports, the vast majority of students at Harry Ainlay are great kids.  Those few who do get into trouble are not a surprise.  The bottom line is that violence at Harry Ainlay is not something parents need to worry about.

· Lockdown Drills are, however, necessary to keep student security alert.  The term “lockdown” will continue to be used because it is necessary for the student to be clear and serious about the process.  If a parent came to the school during a Lockdown Drill, they would not have access to the school.  Students are also not alerted to an impending lockdown.  The lack of windows in this school makes the lockdown process a little more straightforward.

· Wednesday, November 1st is Post Secondary Evening in the gyms, rotunda and cafeteria.  Everyone is encouraged to attend.

· November 9th are Parent-Teacher Interviews

· A homeless individual has been living in the school area.  He is severely drug-addicted and has been known to break & enter and break into cars.  He should be avoided but notify the police if he is seen.  School staff and students are aware and are working closely with police.

· November 10 is a PD Day but the school will be open on Monday, November 13th.

LRT EXPANSION:  Mike Pankiw has volunteered to represent Harry Ainlay on the public consultation committee.  Meetings are scheduled for November 15 and 22.  This will be a standing agenda item for future meetings.

STAFF APPRECIATION: Joanne Jette sought a day for the next Staff Appreciation and it was agreed on Friday, June 8, 2007

PARENTS AT AINLAY:  Deb Olmstead reported that the first article was in the recent newsletter.  The articles will be consistently positive, hopefully humorous and include a cartoon.  Helen Rusich and Monique Miller have been working with Deb to their development.

December – “The Adolescent Brain” may be subtitled “It’s not my fault – really!!”

February – Adolescent mental health issues like stress, sleep deprivation, anxiety and depression

April – risk-taking behaviours in teens, teen choices and wasy for parents to be involved

June – relationships with friends, family and parents

The long term plan (over 3 years) is that these articles may develop into a parent resource booklet.

Books have been purchased to assist in writing these articles, and a video course on adolescent development and issues.  There may be an opportunity for parents to view.  Mark will speak with Rob Poole (the Librarian) about setting up a Parent’s Resoucre Centre in the Library.

This subject will be a standing agenda item for future meetings.

DRUG INFORMATION NIGHT:  Vernon Barford is hosting a Drug Awareness Night on November 9th from 6 to 9 p.m.  Everyone is welcome

NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting of the Harry Ainlay School Council is November 27, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
