Études sociales 30: Course Outline (Sem.) 

Program Rationale and Philosophy
Social Studies 30 is a course that assists students in acquiring basic knowledge, skills and positive attitudes needed to be responsible citizens and contributing members of society. The course’s content draws upon history, geography, economics, the behavioural sciences and the humanities. The content serves as the context in which important skills and attitudes are developed. 

Overview

Citizenship education is based on an understanding of history, geography, economics, other social sciences, and the humanities as they affect the Canadian community and the world.  Through the study of these areas in relation to Canada and the world, students will develop the process, communication and participation skills outlined below.  Skills are interrelated and should be integrated with the knowledge and attitude objectives in the instructional process.

Process Skills:
· Access and use appropriate sources of information

· Synthesize information and ideas

· Critically evaluate and determine underlying assumptions in statements or positions

· Analyze information from a variety of sources, comparing different points of view

· Formulate and evaluate alternative conclusions, solutions and decisions

· Logically defend a position on an issue or a problem

Communication Skills:

· Develop a thesis and support it in a well written essay

· Express ideas clearly in oral or written form for a variety of purposes to different audiences

· Express ideas and information by constructing graphs, charts, concept maps, timelines, and other visual aids

Participation Skills:

· Work effectively with others in a group setting to reach consensus or compromise

· Assume appropriate leadership and support roles

· Display self-confidence and respect for others when discussing issues

· Participate effectively in social and political processes

Outcomes

Social Studies 30 is covered in two topics, A and B.  Topic A deals with Political and Economic Systems in Theory and Practice. Topic B deals with Global Interaction in the Twentieth Century: International Confrontation and Cooperation.  

Topic A:
Political and Economic Systems in Theory and Practice

The twentieth century has been dominated by interactions among nations.  These nations are organized into different political and economic systems.  In order to better-understand the contemporary world, students will critically examine the underlying theories and principles of these systems.  Students will also develop an understanding of the main features of political and economic systems and the circumstances under which political and economic systems are developed, challenged and changed in practice.  Students will focus on individual and group roles in various political and economic systems and the appropriate balance between the collective good and individual interests.

In order to encourage critical and creative thinking, students will acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to:
· Analyze and compare features and underlying principles of economic systems

· Assess why political and economic systems differ in theory and practice

· Defend their choice of the most desirable and effective features of selected political and economic systems

· Suggest changes that political and economic systems could incorporate to better serve the needs and interests of individuals and society

Topic B: Global Interaction in the Twentieth Century: International Conflict and Cooperation

Nations have used a variety of means to protect, sustain and enhance their national interests.  Interaction among nations has increased global interdependence.  World peace and security depend on limiting confrontations and increasing cooperation and understanding.  Individuals, groups and nations must make informed decisions on issues regarding their interests and global survival.  In order to gain an understanding of the contemporary world, students will focus on the motives, consequences and alternative choices in twentieth century global interactions since World War I.

In order to encourage critical and creative thinking, students will acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to:
· Evaluate the desirability and effectiveness of the strategies and techniques used by individuals and governments to further their national interests

· Analyze international events to determine their impact on people and on global cooperation and understanding

· Evaluate and assess a variety of viewpoints on international issues before forming an opinion

· Propose solution to international problems and assess the viability of the alternatives

THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

Topic A:  Political and Economic Systems in Theory and Practice

	Essential Learnings
	Key Concepts

	THEME I:  POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS IN THEORY
Students will be expected to understand that:

· Ideologies contain beliefs and ideas about human nature and are used to explain and justify political and economic systems

· Political systems are organized to allocate political power that involves the authority to make and to implement decisions in society

· Political systems may be organized in a democratic manner

· Political systems may be organized in a dictatorial manner

· Economic systems are organized to deal with the production and distribution of goods and services in society

· Economic systems may be based on the principles of private enterprise

· Economic systems may be based on the principles of public enterprise

THEME II:  POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS IN PRACTICE

Students will be expected to understand that:
· In practice, political and economic systems differ from theory

· Political and economic systems adapt to new ideas and changing circumstances

· Political leaders achieve, exercise and maintain power indifferent ways in democracies and dictatorships


	-Ideology

-Liberalism

-Conservatism

-Socialism

-Capitalism

-Fascism

-Communism

-Anarchism

-Power

-Decision making

-Constitutions

-Laws

-Democracy

-Dictatorship

-Private Enterprise

-Public Enterprise
-Mixed economy

-Collectivization

-Privatization

-Nationalization

-Intervention

-Depression

-Business cycle

-Majority rule

-Totalitarianism

-Elitism

-Individualism

-Collectivism

-Political rights

-Economic rights

-Minority rights

-Democratic socialism

-Case Studies: Canada, United States, Soviet Union, Nazi Germany, Sweden, Britain, Japan




THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD

Topic B: Global Interaction in the Twentieth Century

	Essential Learnings
	Key Concepts

	THEME I:  International Confrontation and Cooperation: An Introduction

Students will be expected to understand that:

· International confrontations arise form a variety of motives and result in different types of interactions

· International cooperation arises from a variety of motives and results in different forms of cooperation
THEME II:  Interwar Period and World War II

Students will be expected to understand that:

· International agreements may create the grounds for future confrontations

· Attempts at international cooperation are sometimes successful

· Security arrangements may strengthen or undermine global systems of collective security

· Expansionist foreign policy may arise from a variety of motives or circumstances and elicit a variety of responses

· World War II altered both the nature of warfare and the international balance of power

	-Confrontation

-Nationalism

-Self-Determination

-Expansionism

-Ideology

-War (all forms)

-Terrorism

-Brinkmanship

-Diplomacy

-Cooperation

-Collective security

-Internationalism

-Balance of Power

-Economic prosperity

-Humanitarianism

-Global survival

-Alliances

-Economic blocs

-Regional organizations

-International organizations

-Agreements

-Non-governmental organizations

-Nationalism

-National security

-Self-Determination

-Internationalism

-Regional Security

-Alliances

-Appeasement

-Genocide

-Balance of power

-Justice

-Human rights

-Treaty of Versailles

-League of Nations

-Isolationism

-Munich Pact

-Nazi-Soviet Pact



	THEME III: THE RISE AND INTERACTION OF THE SUPERPOWERS (1945 TO 1991)

Students will be expected to understand that:

· A shift in the balance of power results I new alignments among nations

· The emergence of new nation states influenced the foreign policies of the superpowers

· International arrangements for global peace and stability take into account the realities of power

· The superpowers have faced pressures of self-determination within their spheres of influence

· The development of the nuclear weapons has been viewed as both a stabilizing and a destabilizing influence in international relations


	-Balance of power

-Spheres of influence

-Containment

-Cold War

-Iron Curtain

-Marshall Plan

-Truman Doctrine

-Berlin Blockade

-NATO

-COMECON

-Warsaw Pact

-Korean War

-SEATO

-Decolonization

-Guerilla warfare

-Limited war

-Vietnam War

-Global collective

-United Nations

-Security

-Terrorism

-Non-alignment

-Civil war

-Self-determination

-Brinkmanship

-Cuban Missile Crisis

-Deterrence

-Détente

-SALT

-INF Treaty

-summit conferences




	THEME IV: CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL INTERACTIONS

Students will be expected to understand that:
· Global interactions are increasingly influenced by economic developments

· Nations form regional organizations to solve common problems

· Concern for global peace, human rights and the environment has emphasized the need for international cooperation and understanding

· Concern for global peace and stability has been heightened by the emergence of new states and the disintegration of others

	Interdependence

-Regional cooperation

-NAFTA

-EU

-ASEAN

-OAU
-OAS

-Humanitarianism

-Universal Declaration of Human Rights

-Helsinki Accords

-Amnesty International

-Environmentalism

-International cooperation

-G8

-WTO

-Self-determination

-1989 Revolutions

-National sovereignty

-Supranationalism

-Collective Security

-Arab-Israeli conflicts

-Gulf War

-Iraq War

-Nuclear proliferation

-Ethnic cleansing



	Learning Resources 

The primary textbooks used for this course are Systèmes politiques et économiques and Histoire du temps présent de 1900 à nos jours. Supplementary resources such as curriculum-related audiovisual materials, articles from noted newspapers and magazines, and educational internet sites will be used to complement the primary resources.  

Topic A: Political and Economic Systems in Theory and Practice

Key Themes

Textbook

THEME I:  POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS IN THEORY
THEME II:  POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS IN PRACTICE

Systèmes politiques et économiques
(Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10)

Supplementary Readings

Systèmes politiques et économiques
(Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10)

Supplementary Readings

Topic B: Global Interaction in the Twentieth Century

Key Themes

Textbook

THEME I:  INTERNATIONAL CONFRONTATION AND COOPERATION—AN INTRODUCTION

THEME II:  INTERWAR PERIOD AND WORLD WAR II

THEME III:  THE RISE AND INTERACTION OF THE SUPERPOWERS 

(1945 TO 1995)

THEME IV: CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL INTERACTIONS

Histoire du temps présent de 1900 à nos jours

Supplementary Readings

Histoire du temps présent de 1900 à nos jours (Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7)

Supplementary Readings
Histoire du temps présent de 1900 à nos jours (Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12)

Supplementary Readings

Histoire du temps présent de 1900 à nos jours (Chapters 14)

Supplementary Readings




Assessment and Evaluation

The purpose of Course Work is to diagnose the learning needs of students to achieve the required skill objectives, to provide feedback to students before and/or after completing an assignment, to assist students in improving their achievement in future assignments, and to evaluate the effectiveness of teaching strategies and improve instruction.

Assignments:
· Written Work

· Research Assignments

· Debates/Seminar/Forums/Panels

· Presentations

· Role-Playing Simulations

· Document Responses

The purpose of Unit Evaluations is to measure how well students have achieved in meeting the learning expectations of the Social Studies program of studies.

Unit Evaluations:
· Essay Exams (Multiple Choice and Written)

· Comprehensive Exams

· Tests/Quizzes

Students will engage in a broad range of learning activities that will give them ample opportunities to participate in and develop critical and creative thinking skills The tools used for assessment will require a demonstration of a student’s knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation abilities. 

In regard to all assessment tools, students will be shown how an assignment relates to the curriculum, how the work will be assessed, and how to achieve the prescribed standards for achievement.
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School Awarded – 50%

	Bins
	Course Work

100%

	Groups
	
Assignments – 30% Unit Evaluations – 70%




Diploma Exam – 50%


•


      


    Essay – 30%	     M/C – 70%
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